CAL POLY

Academic Senate
805.756.1258
bttp://ncademic ena tc.calpol y.edu/

Meeting of the Academic Senate
Tuesday, February 12 2013
UU 220,3:10 to 5:00pm
I.

Minutes: Approval of Academic Senate minutes for the meeting ofJanuary 15 2013 (pp. 2-3) .

II.

Communication(s) and Announcement(s):

III.

Regular Reports:
A. Academic Senate Chair:
B. President's Office:
C. Provost:
D. Vice President for Student Affairs:
E. Statewide Senate:
F. CFA:

G. ASI:
IV.

Special Reports:

V.

Consent Agenda:
See full description of college/area summaries of 2013-2015 catalog changes at:
JJ.ttg : //registrar.ca lpoly .edu /content/s ummari es-201;3-1~- ca ta log=ehan ges

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Athletics
College of Agricu lture. Food , nd Environ mental Sciences
College of Archi tecture and Environm enta l Design
Orfalea College of Business
College of Engineering
College of Liberal Arts
College o Science and Mathematics
Extended Education - no changes
Honors Program
University Studies (UNIV) -no changes

VI.

Business ltems(s):
Resolution on Academic Senate Response to the Semesters Review Task Force Report:
Executive Committee, second reading (p. 4).

VII.

Discussion Item(s):
[TIME CERTAIN 4:3oPM] Approval of AERO 402 (Spacecraft Propulsion Systems) and
its inclusion in the curriculum has been pulled from the Consent Agenda for
discussion of consequential impacts to the Astronautics and Aeronautics
concentrations.

VIII.

Adjournment:

-2

CALIFORNIA POLYTECHNIC STATE UNIVERSITY
San Luis Obispo, California 93407
ACADEMIC SENATE
MINUTES OF THE
ACADEMIC SENATE MEETING

Tuesday, January 15, 2013
UU220, 3:10 to 5:00pm
I.

Minutes: The minutes of November 13 and November 27 were approved as presented.

II.

Communication(s) and Announcement(s): none.

III.

Reports:
A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

F.

G.

Academic Senate Chair: Rein reponed that in mid-Decemb r the erne ter
Review Task Force provided a report on quart r to semester calendar conversion.
ademic Senate opinion an e
In order to provide President Armstrong with an
meeting was held to agendize there olution that appears today a bu ines item
A. The resolution is in first reading talus today and wiU return as second
reading status on Febmary 12.
President's Office: Kinsley thanked all the enator ·for meeting with Presid nt
Armstrong last week to discuss the Semester Review Task Force report.
President Armstrong along with Provo t Enz Finken will be holding listening
sessions during March and April. hese es ions will allow for intimate dialogue
with about 25 people at a time and will be us d a opportunities to get a pulse of
the campus and learn about what i happening on an indi iduaJ level.
Provost: Enz Finken formally announced the retirement of Dean Susan Opava al
the end of December 2012. Enz Finken wams to recogn.ize Dean Opava for her
many years of service to Cal Poly by providing leader hip in the pon ored
programs and graduate educatior1 areas . The tudent Su cess Fee program i up
and running and, as requested by the tudents a great percentage of the money
was allocated to instruction by providing extra , ectioos, added courses, and
additional seats. The proposals fi r next year are under di cu sian .
Vice President for Student Affair : Allen reported that tud nts are transitioning
back very nicely. Keith Hwnphrey new Vice President ti r tudent Affair will
be joining the Academic Senate soon.
Statewide Senate: LoCascio reported that some ofthe topics for discussion at the
next meeting include the 180-unit upper limit on degree programs, State ·
University Grants, and the nine-unit above GE.
CFA Campus President: Thorncroft: reported tha t CFA's executive board i
concentrating on strategic planning for the rest of the year. One of the troub li.ng
issues with the budget continues to be the health care contribution and benefit ·.
ASI Representative: Morrow reported that AS I will be v ting on are olution lo
welcome Chancellor White, are lution on inclusivity and diversity , and a
resolution regarding the governor ' budget. Ten applications have been received
for the position of ASI Executive Director, previously held by Rick Johnson .
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ASI Board of Directors will be meeting to decide on whether or not they want to
conduct a campus-wide vote on the quarter to semester calendar conversion.
TV.

Special Reports: none

V.

Consent Agenda: none.

VI.

Business Item(s):
Resolution on Academic Senate Respon e to the Semesters Review Ta k Force
A.
Report (Executive Committee): Rein presented there olution, which requests that the
Academic Senate endorse the Semester Review Ta k Force Recommendation Report that
Cal Poly not pursue a conversion from a quarter to a semester calendar. R solution will
return as a second reading item.
B.

VII.

Resolution on Voting status for tudent Representatives to the Academic Senate
(Executive Committee): Rein presented there olution, which would allow the
Academic Senate to propose a revision to the Constitution qfthe Faculty to include the
President of the Associated Students, Inc. (ASI) and the hair ofthe ASI Board of
Directors, or designees as ex officio voting members. Vote count: 21-15-2 .
NOTE: After the Senate meeting it was brought to our attention by a former Senate
parliamentarian that amendments to the Constitution ofthe Faculty requli-e "a two-thirds
majority of those present and voting" in order t pas (Article rv. Amendments).
Although the Resolution on Voting Statu for Student Repres ntative to tbe cademic
Senate passed by a simple majority, il did not pa s by a two-thirds majority and therefore
cannot be forwarded to the General Faculty for referendum. M/S/F to approve the
resolution.

Discussion Item(s): none.
VITI.

Adjournment: 4 :35 pm

~~
Gladys Gregory
Academic Senate

-
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Adopted:

ACADEMIC SENATE
of
CALIFORNIA POLYTECHNIC STATE UNIVERSITY
San Luis Obispo, CA

AS
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RESOLUTION ON THE SEMESTER REVIEW TASK FORCE FINDINGS

1

WHEREAS,

At the November 27 2012 meeting, the Academic Senate passed a resolution requesting
the President delay any decision on conversion from quarters to semesters until after the
Academic Senate considers and votes on the issue; and

WHEREAS,

The Seme ter Rev iew Task Force Recommendation Report (with appendices, available at
http://pre ident. calpoly.ed u/s mesten·evi w/) estimates the financial cost of the conversion
financially, to semesters to be considerable, and that there could be considerable
opportunity costs involved in a conversion; and

WHEREAS,

The Semester Review Task Force Recommendation Report summary of the merits and
demerits of both quarters and semesters, including and especially with regard to tudent
success. thoroughly indicate that it i unclear whether converting to semesters would
overall be more beneficial or harmful, does not clearly indicate •Nhether a conversion to
semesters wol:lld overall be more beneficial or harmful, and that the benefits of and efforts
to achieve conversion would likely be ¥efJ' highly non-uniform l:lneven across campus
units; and

WHEREAS,

Many benefits attached to converting to semesters can be achieved without conversion
(e.g., transformation of our curriculum); and

WHEREAS,

A conversion to semesters will likely increase the time to achieve many high-priority goals
for the University; therefore be it

RESOLVED:

That the Academic Senate endorse the Semester Review Task Force Recommendation
Report, in paniealar the recommendation thal Cal Poly not p~:~rsue a conYersion from a
ql:larter to a semester calendar; and be it further

RESOLVED:

That the Academic Senate request that the President share the Semester Review Task
Force Recommendation Report along with this resolution and the ASI resolution te with
the Chancellor for due consideration by the Chancellor.
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